
INTRODUCTION

Agriculture is the mainstay of Indian economy which
provides employment to 65 per cent of the total workforce in
the country and contributed 15.7 per cent of the GDP in 2008-
09 (Economic Survey 2009-10). However, the agricultural sector
is confronted with the major challenge of increasing
production to feed a growing and increasingly prosperous
population in a situation of decreasing availability of natural
resources. Information and communication technologies (ICT)
play an important role in addressing the challenges agriculture
facing now-a-days and uplifting the livelihoods of the rural
poor. The role of both women and men is important for
sustainable growth and development in agriculture sector.
Women constitute 40 per cent of the agricultural workforce
and play an enormous role in agriculture and allied activities
but they are marginalized with respect to access to information

about latest technological developments in agriculture and
allied fields. In this regard, agriculture scientists and extension
field functionaries have a key role to play. E-Agriculture is an
emerging field focusing on the enhancement of agricultural
and rural development through improved information and
communication processes. Parikh et al. (2008) conducted study
on ICT tool to reach the unreached. It involves the
conceptualization, design, development, evaluation and
application of innovative ways to use information and
communication technologies (ICT) in the rural domain, with a
primary focus on agriculture. Use of ICT in agriculture has a
promise in ushering agricultural growth, “but miles to go”.
Keeping in view the importance of latest technological
developments in agriculture, there is a need for training farm
women regarding the necessary technologies, so that they
can perform those activities with more competences. Thus,
the present study was undertaken to identify the information
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